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Information

Presentation of the Draft FFY 2001-02 Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
Section 5310 Elderly and Disabled Transit Program

Summary:

Staff will present the Draft FFY 2002-03 Section 5310 Elderly and Disabled Transit
Program List.  Attached are the letter and draft Statewide Prioritized List of Projects as
submitted to the Regional Transportation Planning Agencies and Applicants for the Elderly
and Disabled Transit Program.

For the Federal FY 2002-03 Elderly and Disabled Persons Transit Program, the Regional
agencies submitted 108 applications representing 316 projects.  This represents a request
for a total of $14,661,080 in Program funds, forty-percent more than the amount of funds
typically made available to California.

Background:

The Elderly and Disabled Persons Transit Program was established in 1975 and has been
administered by Caltrans since its inception.  It provides annual grants of federal funds to
purchase transit capital equipment to meet the specialized needs of elderly and/or disabled
persons for whom mass transportation services are unavailable, insufficient, or inappropriate.  A
20% local match is required from all Program participants.  The Program, since its inception, has
provided approximately 2,600 vehicles to serve a variety of client groups and programs ranging
from small agencies with specific clientele (e.g., dialysis and AIDS patients) to paratransit
providers serving entire communities.  Most of these agencies are non-profit organizations while
some are public agencies where no non-profit organizations are readily available to provide the
proposed service.

In 1996, AB 772 passed directing the Commission to have oversight responsibilities for the
Program.  AB 772 placed three mandates on the Commission regarding the Program:

1. The Commission shall direct Caltrans on how to allocate funds for the Program.
2. The Commission shall establish an appeals process for the Program.
3. The Commission shall hold at least one public hearing prior to approving its

Program of projects.
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In January of 1997, the Commission approved procedures and criteria for the program that utilize
project scoring criteria and a State Review Committee consisting of representatives from the
State Departments of Rehabilitation, Aging and Transportation, with Commission staff acting in
the role of facilitator/coordinator for the State Review Committee.

In accordance with the Commission's adopted procedures, the Regional Transportation Planning
Agencies (RTPAs) or its designated Regional Evaluation Committee score projects within their
jurisdiction utilizing the Commission's adopted project scoring criteria and send a scored list of
their projects to Caltrans.  The RTPA must notify its applicants of their project scores and
provide information about the local appeals process.  Caltrans integrates the Regional lists into
one statewide draft prioritized list and forwards it to the State Review Committee.  The State
Review Committee then reviews the list and based on the project scores calculated by the
Regions, and in compliance with the Commission's adopted procedures, determines a "cutoff
point" for project review by the Committee.

Typically, the Commission adopts the Program of Projects down to the 110% funding level to
allow flexibility if projects higher up on the list are not completed.  The current estimate of total
available funding is approximately $10.3 million.  This puts the 110% of estimated available
funding level at $11.3 million (all of these figures include the required 20% local match less the
5% for administration).

Commission staff and the State Review Committee have scheduled a staff level conference for
July 23, 2002, to hear any appeals by the Regions and/or project applicants.  Depending on the
outcome of the staff level conference some projects may be rescored.  Once a final determination
is made a statewide-priority list will be assembled and presented to the Commission at its August
2002 meeting, at which time the Commission conducts the mandated public hearing and may
adopt the Program of Projects for FFY 2002-03.
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